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SUBJECT: SYRIA AND PLO DECIDE NOT TO ATTEND ARAB FOREIGN 
MINISTERS CONFERENCE 

1. OFFICIAL SARG SPOKESMAN CONFIRMED EVENING OCT. 14 THAT 
SYRIA WOULD NOT ATTEND CAIRO CONFERENCE. "SYRIA CONSIDERS 
IT PREFERABLE," HE SAID, "FOR ARAB FOREIGN MINISTERS TO 
MEET IN ORDER TO DEAL WITH SINAI AGREEMENT BECAUSE IT 
CONSTITUTES BACKGROUND FOR LEBANESE EVENTS. SYRIA CON- 
SIDERS THAT ON ARAB LEVEL ROOT OF PROBLEM SHOULD BE TREATED 
FIRST RATHER THAN ITS BRANCEHS." 

2. OCT. 15 AL-THAWRAH REPORTED THAT SYRIA AND PLO HAD DECIDED 
NOT TO ATTEND CAIRO CONFERENCE. AL-THAWRAH ADDED THAT 
"LEBANESE NATIONALIST AND PROGRESSIVE PARTIES CALLED UPON 
ARAB STATES TO ADOPT POSITION OF PLO AND LEBANESE NATIONALIST 
MOVEMENT REJECTING ARABIZATION OF PROBLEM AND URGED 
ARAB STATES TO WITHDRAW FROM MEETING." AL-BAATH 
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WAS TO DIVERT ATTENTION FROM SINAI AGREEMENT. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE SYRIAN OFFICIAL STATEMENT SIMPLY 

ANNOUNCED THAT SARG DELEGATION WOULD NOT ATTEND CONFERENCE, 

IT SEEMS LOGICAL FROM MEDIA TREATMENT THAT SYRIAN AND 

PLO POSITIONS WERE COORDINATED IN ADVANCE, THOUGH THEIR 

REASONS FOR NOT GOING MAY HAVE DIFFERED SOMEWHAT. PLO 

HAS NO WISH TO SEE ARAB STATES DEBATE PRESENCE AND 

STATUS OF PALESTINIANS IN LEBANON, WHEREAS SYRIA 

SEES CAIRO MEETING AS AN ASCERTION THAT ITS OWN 

MEDIATION EFFORTS IN LEBANON HAVE PROVED INADEQUATE. 

BEYOND THAT, HOWEVER, BOTH PLO AND SYRIA PROBABLY SEE 
CAIRO CONVOKING OF CONFERENCE AS IMPLICITY UNDERMINING 
THEIR CAMPAIGN TO DISCREDIT ACCORD AND BRING PRESSURE 
ON EGYPT TO ABROGATE IT. THEY WOULD CLEARLY HAVE 
PREFERRED THAT CAIRO MEETING NOT BE HELD. 

MURPHY 
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